Statewide Longitudinal Data System Committee

Information Technology Department
Tuesday February 3, 2009 2:00PM
ITD JW Ground, ND  58505

Attendees:

Wayne Kutzer, Marsha Krotseng, Brandi Pelham, Lelan Bosch, Janet Welk, Steve Snow, Dan Pullen, Nancy Walz, Lisa Feldner, Tracy Korsmo, Sue Davenport, Shane Goettle, Jim Hirsch

1. Approval of the agenda, no changes

a. Approve minutes, Wayne moves to approve, Marsha seconds, minutes approved
2. Update on Commission on Education Improvement - Lisa, others 
a. Brandi, hearing went well. Most spoke in support, few changes here and there. They removed mentorships and instructional coaches into HB1480. Rumor is that they are pulling Pre-K out Monday.

b. Lisa, budget hearing this morning in Senate. They asked if funding for PowerSchool and network was part of Foundation Aid. Lisa told them she didn’t know. She advised him to talk to Lt Gov. They weren’t opposed, just curious where the money was coming from. Dan believes they wanted to help people understand they are planning to support a lot of K12 funding beyond the 100M. Dan was at the administrative conference at the time. Very little nitpicking. Positive discussions there.
3. DPI grant status

a. Steve received preapproval for the grant. We should know the amount of the grant within 2 weeks. Steve will contact Tracy when the NCES sets up the grant negotiation call.  The grants were funded at 44M not 100M so we do not know if they will accept any extension funds requested in the grant past the 6M mark. 
4. Legislative strategy – Discussion

a. Privacy Committee

i. Shane Goettle discussed the recommendations of the privacy committee and will send out the final recommendations to the committee. Legislative strategy is to recognize in statute that we’ve gone from the planning process to the Governance process. 

ii.  As a result of recommendations, Lisa sent out the draft legislation to all committee members for review. Lisa has not given this to appropriations yet.  Several eyes have been on this document. Lisa asks if this group has any changes.

iii. ESPB would like to be appointed to this committee.  

iv. Lisa added letter I and J to include local school representation. 

v. Tracy added letter K to add ESPB executive director as an appointed member.

vi. Shane motions to adopt this draft as the official recommendations. Wayne seconds. Motion carried. Lisa will submit this in her next appropriations hearing.

b. Communications Committee

i. Longitudinal Data Systems Relationships and Governance document was reviewed.

1. Dan recommended changes to the K12 questions to be outcomes. 

2. Brandi, should we explain what type of data should be going into this system? Tracy explained that has always been the problem. Shane agrees, this should be about what the outcomes are. Shane expected to see the input and the output but then realized it is output and output.

3. Nancy, part of the question was why certain agencies need the data. This reports shows why. We had 2 other documents also. This document is simple and to the point.

4. Minor changes were agreed on by the group. Lisa and Nancy will make those changes and will email updated document.

ii. Shane asked Lisa if she wants committee there for the budget presentation. Lisa will send out an email when she finds out when it is.

5. Privacy policy / FERPA regulations update – Shane gave additional information on the results of the privacy committee recommendations

a. Background document

i. Main point we are trying to get across is that SLDS authority could be received. The rest will be helpful in understanding significant changes in how FERPA used to exist and how it is now.

ii. Last page is included for the action steps this committee is responding too. Point 1 -  We decided making that explicit in statute is the best way to go about it. The interagency agreements cover the rest of it.

b. If this passes, we need to be sure privacy and FERPA regulations are included in the inter-agency agreements.

c. Good matrix layout with the old FERPA law, what was proposed and what was finalized. Brandi asked for a copy of that matrix. Shane will email this to the group and upload it to the SharePoint site.
6. SLDS budget – Lisa
a. Haven’t covered in appropriations yet. It is still at $2.2 million from the Governor’s budget.

b. Shane noted there is a different mentality between the House and Senate. The lead is the output which should show what one hopes to get out of here. The House wants answers to certain questions which we cover in our communications handout. They are looking for one page which is easy to understand.
7. Next steps
a. We want the pictorial document changes ASAP and emailed to the group.

b. Lisa will let the committee know when the budget meeting is.

c. Shane will email the privacy committee recommendations and matrix document to the group.

d. Next meeting will be before cross over and Lisa has received feedback from appropriations committee.
